The Key of Knowledge 

2 Cor 2:14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. ESV

Luke 11:52 Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering." ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

We used to make fun of Bro. T – oh, we did it behind his back and to his face.  He was the church administrator and so it was his job to facilitate the day-to-day running of the church.  What we made fun of, specifically, was these two huge key chains that adorned either side of his belt.  They were the biggest key chains that you have ever seen and not pretty ones, but just plain old stainless steel rings with the most keys that you have ever seen in one place.  It looked as if he had gone to the key-making section of Wal-Mart and just dumped all of those blanks onto key rings for effect.  But these were the real deal:  hundreds of keys, keys to every door, shed, and lock in the church all arranged on key rings hooked to key rings hooked to key rings.  And so they jangled when he walked like jingle bells on a sled.  And so we made fun of him:  we said that those keys were like a cowbell so that pastor could always tell where he was grazing.  We said that if he were ever to lose one of them and only had one set of keys on one side that he would be unable to walk straight and would go in circles all day until someone rescued him.  We snickered that at night, when he removed his belt, he floated up to the ceiling and his wife had to grab him by the feet to pull him down.  We teased him about those keys, but whenever in the course of a day we came up against a locked door that we needed to traverse, we suddenly wanted to know where Bro. T was!  When we needed something opened, we would pause and listen for the telltale jangling of the music of his belt and if we couldn’t hear it, we would panic.  Because – all kidding aside – when you need something opened up or want to move forward, having the right key is key! 

Perhaps not even God has as many keys as Bro. T had, but God does have keys.  Jesus gave the keys to the kingdom to Simon Peter when the apostle got the glorious revelation of Jesus’ true identity.  Simon Peter shared those wonderful keys with us on the Day of Pentecost when he proclaimed that men must “repent, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  His words there agreed with Jesus’ earlier teachings:  “except a man be born of water and of spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  Those are the keys to entering God’s kingdom; they are keys to salvation; they are the keys that unlock the wonders and giftings of grace in our lives.  Thank God for the keys!  

There is some today who despise the keys that Jesus Christ gave Peter, but if you desire to truly enter into the kingdom of heaven and all that God has for you, you are looking for those keys that Peter had!  And when you get them for yourself or when someone hands them to you and you begin to use them to unlock mercy and forgiveness and access into God’s presence and holiness of living, you are grateful!  There’s nothing worse than being among a bunch of doors that you wish to get past and yet not having keys!  And thanks be to God that He has provided us with the keys to entering into His kingdom!  Don’t ever forget about the keys!  Don’t misplace the keys!  Don’t belittle the keys, because the keys are still key!

______________________________________________________________________

In our text, Jesus mentioned yet another key and it is this key that I feel that the Spirit would lead us to tonight.  If Jesus has labeled anything as a key, then we need to pay close attention to what He said.  It was in the latter part of His ministry where Jesus was really combating the Pharisees and Sadducees – the religious leaders of His day – that Jesus made this statement:

Luke 11:52 Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering." ESV

The term “lawyers” here does not refer to a lawyer as you and I think of today, but rather those who were supposed to be expert teachers on God’s law, the Laws of Moses.  These were the scribes and the Pharisees who were in charge of reading, interpreting, and teaching the Word of God to the people.  And yet when Jesus came along, He charged that they were full of lies and that they had grossly led the people astray.  And their greatest sin was that they were hypocrites and that they spoke of things and taught principles that they themselves didn’t actually live personally.  In modern terms, we would say that they “talked the talk, but didn’t walk the walk.”  Or that they, “preached a good message, but didn’t live what they preached.”  

It is interesting to compare Jesus’ responses to different groups of people as He traversed this earth.  Jesus never grew angry or mad at someone who was an open sinner.  He didn’t condone their sin, but He never responded emotionally and angrily at someone who was living in sin and knew it or who didn’t try to hide it.  The only times that Jesus ever got upset and the only people that He really “hammered” were those whom He termed “hypocrites.”  It was the people like these “lawyers” who claimed to have superior knowledge of the Word of God and who were good at presenting a godly front and yet in actual practice didn’t live what they proclaimed that Jesus lit into often.  The term “Woe” in our text was a pronouncement of coming judgment and in effect was Jesus saying, “You’re going to be toasted by God.”  He likened many of these religious leaders as “whited sepulchers” which were pretty on the outside, but like a graveyard mausoleum, were inside full of dead men’s bones.  When Jesus was in the presence of open sin, He tried to reach that person and get them to be changed to sin no more, but when He was in the presence of those who claimed to live for God and yet were not really living for God, He attacked!  

Such examples are not in the scripture for us to emulate towards each other because we are not Jesus!  Rather these things are there to teach us about God’s response to mankind.  What God wants in us is for us to be genuinely changed and to live what we preach and preach what we live.  He wants us to be true to what we seem to be.  The Sibley motto is on a crest in my office that my parents gave me a long time ago and the Sibley’s used to be – this is like hundreds of years ago – a fairly regal clan in England.  We have an official crest and we have an official motto and it’s in Latin, nonetheless.  The Sibley family motto is esse quam videri which being interpreted is “to be and not to seem.”  In other words, to be what you seem to be and to be real.  Such should not just be the motto of the Sibley’s but of Christians:  “to be and not to seem.”  To be authentic!  To really live what we preach and preach what we live, because rank sinners outside of the kingdom of God will He judge one day, but those who claim to be Christians in the here and now and yet who are fakes will He judge in the here and now!  

It is telling that Paul warned Timothy of the last days – our days – and painted so perfectly a portrait of what it would be like in our time.  He told Timothy:

2 Tim 3:1-7 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 6 For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, 7 always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. ESV       

Truly we have lived to see the fulfillment of this prophecy!  Could there have been a more accurate description of the general status quo of this society?  Have there ever been a people who love self and money as this generation does?  Has there ever been a more ungrateful generation than this current one?  Or how about lacking “self control?”  And how about “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God?”  But notice that telltale trait and then the result:  the telltale trait is that they would live “having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.”  In other words, as far as true Christianity goes it would be a trait of the end times that many people would be good at making a show and appearance of godliness but really would not be godly true and true.  They would talk the talk but not walk the walk.  They would profess to be one thing that was actually altogether different than what they actually were in their actions of life.  And then notice the result of this telltale trait:  they would be “always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.”  They would get smarter and smarter as far as education was concerned and as far as general knowledge and yet they would never arrive at knowledge of truth.  Think of that for a moment, file that away, and with that in mind let us return to our text:

Luke 11:52 Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering." ESV

Notice Jesus’ words carefully to these hypocrite teachers who claimed to be Godly and yet did not live it.  He said, “you have taken away the key of knowledge.”  What is the key of knowledge?  How did they take it away?  Jesus answers those questions when He said, “you did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.”  The key of knowledge is to not just hear what you should do, but to see it acted out in front of you sincerely.  Did you catch it?  The key of knowledge is not just to be told what to do, but to see it lived out for you as an example.  People will only get true knowledge of the Word of God when they can see it in action.  That is why Paul said that those who had a form of godliness and yet denied its power were ever learning and yet never able to come to knowledge of the truth.  When they stopped living it out in their lives, they took away the key that unlocks the door to true Godly knowledge.  And Jesus told those scribes:  “when you did not enter yourselves, you hindered those who were entering.”  In other words, because you did not put action to the words that you spoke and taught, you were unable to truly get Godly knowledge and you kept others from entering also.  Because obedience and enacting the Word of God is the key to knowledge; take the key away and the door forever remains locked!  

_______________________________________________________________________

Let us think of this great truth that comes from the lips of our Savior and let us grasp what great lessons that it teaches us.  First it is true that:

The key of knowledge of truth is seeing truth lived by someone else.

The Word of God is truth – utter truth – and yet we are “the epistle read of men” and the greatest teacher of the Word of God is for someone to enact it and be it.  Think of the people of Jesus’ time:  they had the written laws of Moses and yet in Jesus’ own words they had added many things to them and taken key elements away and generally did a horrible job of enacting the spirit and the truth of Mosaic Law.  This was because they had the written Word and yet they had nobody in front of them living it out day by day.   And because these scribes who claimed to be teachers weren’t living it, Jesus said that they took away the key of knowledge from everyone else.

What did God do about it?  Think of it with me:  what did God do about this people who had the written Word of God and yet had largely missed the boat with it?  Did He give them more written word to follow?  Not yet.  He would eventually move on holy men to write again and from that would come the epistles and writings of the New Testament, but between the giving of the Old Testament and the writing of the New Testament, there was something else that God did:  He came to earth in flesh.  Remember the teachings of John:

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ESV

Let’s go back to the basics quickly:  that word for “Word” in the Greek is logos which means “the thought, intent, or plan of God.”  In the beginning God had a plan, intent, and thought and this plan, intent, and thought was with Him and it was He because you cannot separate God from His thoughts and plans any more than we can separate ourselves from our thoughts or plans.  John goes on to reveal to us what this logos or thought, intent, and plan of God:

John 1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. ESV

And then:

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. ESV

Jesus Christ was the very Word of God became flesh!  And then comes verse 18 and I particularly like the New Living Translations’ rendering of this verse:

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God. But the one and only Son is himself God and is near to the Father's heart. He has revealed God to us. NLTse

So grasp a great truth:  God Himself knew that the key to knowledge – the key to having people better understand His Word – was not just to issue another written Word or more commands or to send just another prophet to speak to them yet again, but that the key was for people to see the Word of God acted out precisely.  And so God became flesh and it was more than just to prove that He could do it or to show us how powerful He is in the sense that He can do anything, but Jesus Christ, God manifest in flesh, was “the Word made flesh and dwelling among us.”  We cannot separate God from His Word and His plans and His will, and yet understand that Jesus Christ was God becoming flesh to live out the principles of His Word for His people.  This was the Word become flesh!  This was God enacting the key of knowledge – people seeing what it was like to see the Word in action!

They had many misconceived notions about the written Word of God that became obvious when they saw the Word of God in flesh.  As you see Jesus live day in and day out, you see the only man who perfectly kept the Laws of God as written down in the Old Testament and yet what you do not see is a harsh or unloving man – neither do you see a man who is legalistic or one who has only an outward form of Godliness – rather what we see is the greatest human being that ever lived and He is loving, merciful, holy, pure, and kind!  What a difference it was to see the Word of God lived out in front of us!  What illumination and understanding about the Word of God came when we saw the Word made flesh!  What a difference it made – because the key to knowledge of the truth is seeing truth lived by someone else.  All the years of those scribes teaching the law had been fruitless and not led to a spiritual awakening, but when one man came and lived it out fully in front of the people, what a revival took place and what power of God was manifest!  

It’s one thing to read and even hear spoken, “love your enemies and do good to those who spitefully use you.”  And if that is all we have to go on, we always think that our particular case is the exception:  “well, Jesus didn’t mean it when people utterly hate and abuse you; He just meant when people have done things to you that are misunderstood.”  But Jesus didn’t just give us the words, He lived out what He taught.  The One who told us to love our enemies and to pray for those who despitefully use you, is the One who never uttered an ill word towards those who beat Him and who uttered while dying on the cruel cross, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  This same One kissed Judas and called him, “friend.”  It’s one thing to hear the words, but quite another to see it acted out in front of you!  And seeing it lived out brings us to a greater knowledge of what the words truly meant!  It becomes harder to justify and explain away; it becomes much more illuminated in our hearts and in our minds.    

Now consider another great truth that follows from this:

We often become what we have regularly seen acted out by those who are closest to us.

Have you ever caught yourself in a moment saying something or reacting to something in such a way where you felt just like your mom or dad?  Every time my father comes to visit, both my wife and me are struck by how much I really am like him – God help us.  I used to make fun of him for going, “ooohhh” real loud when he bent over to pick something up from the ground and now I do the same thing.  My dad has a great vocabulary and yet insists on slaughtering willfully the King’s English.  He doesn’t remember jokes that well and so usually sticks to the same old jokes over and over.  He always has a zillion projects going in his life.  He is always reading a book.  I’m very much like my dad.  Only he didn’t preach as long as I do – that’s my mother rubbing off on me!  

Those whom we hang around and whom we experience life with rub off on us!  Parents, it doesn’t matter how much you say something, ultimately you kids will gravitate towards the example that they saw lived out.  It is true with those whom we idolize and place ourselves around in life.  Good, pure Christians who make it a point to hang around hypocrites, usually end up becoming hypocrites.  Clean-minded people who hang around dirty-mouthed people are usually corrupted to become like them.  This teaching of Jesus in our text is not just the key to gaining knowledge of truth, but also to gaining knowledge of evil.  We learn best to be evil by seeing evil acted out and that’s why what you allow your children watch and – more importantly – what your children see you watching will have a greater impact on your kid’s future than any sermon at church or Sunday School lesson ever can, because the key to learning evil is to see evil being lived out.  What we see portrayed before us is slowly who we become.

This is true in a good sense also because the disciples slowly became like Jesus Christ to the point that the Bible says:

Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. ESV

Peter and John had changed!  And those who had heard Jesus before His death recognized that they had been with Jesus.  The old saying is “a picture is worth a thousand words” and thus consider yet another great truth that follows from this:

The key to other people getting the knowledge of truth is for them to see it lived out by us.

Paul, after having told us about how in the end times, people would “have a form of godliness but deny the power” and that the result would be that they would ever be learning and yet unable to come to a knowledge of the truth, yet countered by saying:

2 Tim 3:10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, ESV 

In other words, “you, Timothy, and saints of this church are not like those of the world who will be this way because you have seen and followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life…”  They had seen Paul live the truth day in and day out and because they had seen it lived in front of them, they were unlike the end time generation would be in that they would be able to come to a knowledge of the truth and they would have not just the form of godliness but true godliness that resulted in true power.  And yet the key to their receiving all of this and their being true Christians was the fact that Paul had lived it faithfully before them.  By acting out and living the Word of God before them, He unlocked the door to knowledge to them!  He entered in Himself and thus others were able to follow Him through that open door!  The key to knowledge in other people’s lives is for them to see someone else already living those truths!

Actions speak louder than words.  Actions override what words say.  If I’m swinging at you and trying to knock your head off of your neck and the whole time I’m swinging, I’m saying, “I like you, bro” then my actions sort of overpower what I’m trying to convey with my mouth don’t they?  The world is sick of hearing Christians talk – don’t take this wrong – they are tired of sermons and great discourses on what Jesus is like and they are thirsty for people who actually live what they speak.  And since Jesus was the living Word, we are never more like Jesus than when we allow our lives to live out the Word of God in perfectness.  We will never be perfect on our own, but when we strive to rightfully apply the Word of God and to not just quote it, but to live it, we cannot help but make an impact on this world.  

For them to see Jesus, they’ve got to see and recognize that we have been with Jesus!  Jesus’ traits – the ways of the One who was the Living Word – come shining through when we become those who are living out the Word in this generation!  They will only come to know Jesus if they see Him accurately and fully portrayed in our lives.  They will only learn of His mercy if they see us being merciful.  They will only learn of His holiness and uniqueness if they see in us holiness and uniqueness.  They will only know of His power if they see His power being enacted upon in our own lives day to day!  

In our other text, Paul wrote:

2 Cor 2:14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. ESV

He was writing to Greeks in Corinth who grasped the reference well:  in Grecian and Roman times, it was common to lead their heroes – whether that be athletes or military victors – through the streets in a parade and they would weave a beautiful garland of aromatic flowers around the exalted one’s neck.  In the same way, Paul said that “God leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere.”  

Our battles are so that we can experience victories so that God can parade us before the others in the world who need to hear about the power of Christ!  Our situations that we face in life are allowed to come and even placed there by God so that we have the opportunity to respond as He wants us to and so that we have an opportunity to live out His promises and Word.  We get sick so that the world can hear about the power of the name of Jesus and the blood of Jesus to heal.  We face uncertain and fearful times so that the world can hear about what a rock God is and how that if we will trust in Him, we can be content even in the storm.  The storms come so that we can show the world the Peacemaker!  He allows us to be born into imperfect situations so that others can see through the change and transformations in us all of the great and wonderful workings of God.  If there were nothing that we had to face or overcome, then the world would have no example of God’s power in front of them and the key of knowledge of truth in others is that they would see the Word and power of God acted out in our own lives!  

If there were no trials, there would be no conversions either!  If there would be no tests, there could be no testimonies!  If there were no desperate times, there could be no supernatural miracles!  If we don’t trust God and allow Him to use us to showcase His power, the world will never know!  Remember God’s Word to Abraham when he was about to sacrifice his son Isaac to God?  God stopped him and then said, “now I know that you love me.”  “Now I know.”  If it is our actions and not just our promises to God that cause God to be able to say, “now I know” then know that it is our actions and not just our words and preaching that enables a world to say about God, “now I know.”  And so God wants our lives to be a parade of His goodness and His mercy and His power so that we can be “spreading the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere!”  Our lives standing and living the promises of the Word of God is the key to this world receiving the knowledge of the truth!    

________________________________________________________________________

The key to winning this world is for them to see Christ alive in us.  And yet, the greatest concern that I have about our church at this present time is that some of us are giving in to outside pressures and are afraid to truly shine forth with the light of God in our lives as a witness to others.  God wants to parade us and let us be a fragrance to others and for our lives to be the key of knowledge to this generation, yet some of us are shying away from such things.  

So to conclude this message, I would like to read you a story called “The Delivery Boy.”  I read this a few years ago to the youth; it is a modern day parable and even though it uses pizza I think that you are smart enough to see the spiritual message.  

{Read “The Delivery Boy” by Steven James as printed in The Conqueror, July-August 2002 issue.}

I think you get the drift and the meaning.  Let it not be so!  Let us fall in love with Jesus Christ and let us be full of His glory and power!  And let us live and be true to His Word because truly such obedience and public example is the key to knowledge!  Let us enter in to the knowledge of truth ourselves and then others will follow!    

